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The Illinois River is one of the major tributaries of the 
Mississippi River. It drains nearly half of the state. 

The Illinois River valley (that includes the main river, 
backwater lakes, side channels, and floodplain) is a 
significant ecological resource in the nation. 

Many bottomland lakes along the river valley have lost 
much of their capacity to sediment accumulation. 
Illinois is one of the major contributors of nutrients to 
the Gulf of Mexico that has been impacted by hypoxia 
for a long time. 



 

Erosion and sedimentation has long been recognized 
as the principal causes for most of the environmental 
and ecological problems in the Illinois River valley. 

At the present there are many initiatives including the 
Illinois River Conservation Enhancement Program 
(CREP), and several others that are addressing the 
erosion and sedimentation problem in the Illinois River 
watershed. 



Sedimentation in Peoria Lake 






