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2012 



Prototype Seeder 
Hagie Manufacturing: 
• High clearance tractor with a modified nitrogen 

toolbar to perform 3 seeding treatments at once 
• Seed mixture: ryegrass, oilseed radish & red clover 

 



Comparison of the Three Hagie High-Clearance 
Planting Treatments on Sept. 7, 2012 



Time of Seeding Covers and Stage of Crop 
Maturity 

Light Stress  
Crop Harvested Sept. 5                      Unharvested Crop          



Row Direction in Standing Crops 
Affects Interseeded Cover Crops 



What Are Covers Doing Below The Soil Surface? 

Late Harvest              Early Harvest                  Late Harvest 



Rolling Basket – Faster Germination, Taller 
Plants 
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Early Harvest-Taller Plants 
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2013 
• Cover Crop Promotion grant - American Farmland Trust  
• Cover Crop Demonstration Plot – 2013 Farm Progress Show 
• Cover Crop Meeting – Local Producers & Landowners 



Macon County 
SWCD 

August 27 -29, 2013 



July 15, 2013 



Piatt County 
SWCD 

Macon County  
SWCD 

Cover Crops & Fall N Appl. 
  Corey Lacey &  

Dr. Shalamar Armstrong, ISU 
 
Soil Health (@ soil pit) 

Troy Fehrenbacher, NRCS  
 

Cover Crop Basics 
Doug Gucker, U of I Ext. 

 
Cover Crop Plot Tour with 
Local Cover Crop Farmers 
 
Large Crop Roller Demo 

Dan Sheehan, HGB Found. September 5, 2013 



Upper Salt Fork Watershed Report – 2013 
Dr. Mark David 

Other Nearby Projects: 





Cover Crops ARE A “WIN for: 
Environment- 
• Reduce soil erosion 
• Reduce nitrates in 

tile effluent 
• Reduce P loading in 

surface waters 

Farmer- 
• Reduce N loss 
• Improve water 

inflitration 
• Reduce soil 

compaction 
• Increase soil OM 



“…cover crops make farmers money 
by saving input costs, improving 
efficiency and eventually increasing 
crop yields.” 

-James J. Hoorman, Cover Crops & Water Quality, Extension 
Educator, Ohio State University 
 Ohio Ag Manager, June 2010  



Thank You! 

Doug Gucker, MS, CCA 
University of Illinois Extension  
Local Food Systems & Small Farms Educator 
Decatur, IL  
217-877-6042 
dgucker@illinois.edu 
web.extension.illinois.edu/dmp 
@SoilWaterDoug 
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