The US Fish and Wildlife Service’s
Role in Management on the

Illinois River



National Wildlife Refuge System

m 5601 Refuges & 38 Wetland Management Districts
within 8 Regions + HQ 1n Washington DC

B 150+ million acres of land and water

B [ncludes Pacific islands & reefs

m Habitat for 700+ species of birds, 220 species of
mammals, 250 reptile and amphibian species and
more than 1,000 species of fish.

®m More than 380 threatened or endangered species



m Refuges in every

state and territory

m Many refuges within 1 hr drive of major cities

m Provide recreational opportunities — hunting,
fishing, wildlife observation, photography,

interpretation, and environmental education

compatible with refuge purposes

m Refuges host 47 million visitors each year

m Generating $1.7 billion in revenue

m Creating 27,000 j

obs 1n local economies
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Midwest Region

Great Lakes & Big Rivers

m 55 National Wildlife Refuges

m 12 Wetland Management Districts

m 300,000+ acres in waterfowl production areas
m 6 National Fish Hatcheries

m (6 Fishery Resources Offices

m 2 Sea Lamprey Control Stations

m 8 Private Lands Offices

m 9 Ecological Services oftices

m 18 Law Enforcement otfices
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[Ilinois River National Wildlife and
Fish Refuge Complex



Illinois River
NW&FR

m 3 separate Refuges
® Chautauqua
= Emiquon

m Meredosia

B 124 miles along
the Illinois River

m 12,875 acres
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Refuge Purposes

Chautauqua and Meredosia Refuges — ““...for use as an
inviolate sanctuary, or for other management purposes,
for migratory birds.” Migratory Bird Conservation Act

Emiquon Refuge — *“...the conservation of
wetlands. . .to help fulfill international obligations
contained in various migratory bird treaties and
conventions...” Emergency Wetlands Resources Act



Chautauqua NWR

m Established in 1936
m 4793 acres

m Historically important

waterfowl refuge in the
Illinois River Valley

m Major challenges include
frequent tlooding and
Asian carp

m Cameron/Billsbach Unit
1,823 acres
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m [stablished in 1993 O |
m 2631 acres of 11,122

m Priorities
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Meredosia
National Wildlife Refuge

Meredosia NWR
Established in 1973
m 3,852 acres of 5,255

m Variety of habitats
including bottomland
hardwood forest &
various wetlands

m [nterspersed with
private duck clubs &
state managed area

Meredosia




Meredosia
National Wildlife Refuge

Information

Refuge Hours: Day Use Only - Sunrise to Sunset

Regulations
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Refuge Planning

m Still have over 10,000 acres within the acquisition
boundaries to purchase from willing sellers when
funds/lands become available

m Currently developing habitat management plan

for all 3 refuges; will include monitoring plan for
wildlife and habitats

m Management options limited by annual flooding
regime
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Habitats

# Chautauqua — 3,670 ac Moist Soil/Wetlands, 720
ac Bottomland Forest & 120 ac Upland Forest

B Cameron-Billsbach - 930 ac Backwater LLakes &
880 ac Bottomland Forest

®m Emiquon — 1,250 ac Moist Soil/Wetlands, 900 ac
Bottomland Forest & 350 ac Prairie

B Meredosia — 1,240 ac Moist Soil/Wetlands, 2,400
ac Bottomland Forest & 480 ac Prairie/Savanna






Management

m Moist Soil - managed using annual draw-downs,
pumping, water control structures

m Upland Forest — control of invasive honeysuckle
m Bottomland Forest — tree planting
m Savanna - grass/forb/tree planting & fire

m Prairie - grass/forb planting & prescribed fire






Refuge Recreation

®m More than 1,400 acres open for hunting
®m More than 4,000 acres open for fishing

m Three nature trails plus some levees are open to
seasonal foot travel for birding, observation,
photography.

m Upland areas open for mushroom, nut, & berry
picking

m Annual Hagle Days event plus 2 auto tours

m FEnvironmental education opportunities with
various statf
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Emiquon Partnership

m US Fish & Wildlife Service
B Dickson Mounds Museum
® The Nature Conservancy

m [llinois River Biological Station

m Jllinois Natural History Survey Forbes Biological
Station

m University of Illinois-Springtield
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Special Designations

m Important Bird Area
m Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network

m Ramsar Wetlands of International Importance
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